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Developing an online study skills course as a free resource for southern African students

A one day workshop was held on the 5 December 2007 at TSiBA Education, South Africa.  The focus of the workshop was on the study skills needs of TSiBA students and how the existing Oxford University study skills course could be adapted and augmented to meet these needs. 
Participants:

Beverley Basson – Business Communication Co-ordinator, TSiBA Education

Lesley Caplan – Program Manager, TSiBA Education

Asanda Dodi – Student, TSiBA Education

Kieran Groep – Student, TSiBA Education

Dorothea Hendricks – Student Counsellor, TSiBA Education

Morea Josias – Career Centre Manager, TSiBA Education (TSiBA Project Manager, Masifunde)

Sanele Khulapi – Student, TSiBA Education

Adri Marais – Academic Director, TSiBA Education

Rolene Liebenberg – Editor, Pearson Education, South Africa

Julie McFarlane – Communications Consultant and TSiBA tutor

Iviwe Magantsela – Student, TSiBA Education

Leigh Meinert – Managing Director, TSiBA Education (workshop chair)

Amanda Paulsen – Communications Consultant
Dr Tristram Wyatt – Director Online Learning, Oxford University (Oxford Project Manager, Masifunde)

Impact/Outcome
The workshop agreed upon the following:

· A variety of changes should be made to the Oxford online course to meet the needs of the target students in South Africa. Some of the changes will be in the topics covered (see later) and others will be in the choice of examples and contexts.

· Students at TSiBA mostly require study skills assistance in the first (Foundation) and second years of study at TSiBA. 

· Individual students have different study needs and this will be reflected in the online course

· The topics covered in the existing Oxford course are best suited to TSiBA’s second year students.

· First year (Foundation) students require additional content that does not exist in the Oxford course.

· The project will therefore be run in two parts:
1) adapt and simplify the existing course for TSiBA second year students, and 
2) write additional new material for first year students. 

· Communications consultants with a detailed knowledge of the needs of the TSiBA student will be invited to write up the content of these modules, ensuring that these are pitched at the right level and speak to the South African context.

· Writing up the content will be completed by the end of January 2008 [achieved], allowing editing and conversion of the content into HTML to take place during February 2008. 

· A Pilot with the TSiBA Foundation year students will be conducted in their Rotational weeks (as one of 4 activities each student will take, in rotation), starting on the 3rd March 2008 ending on the 4th April. 

· The online course for Year 2 students will be piloted during early April.

· Report writing will take place in April and early May. An internal end-of-project meeting will be followed by an open dissemination workshop in May 2008.

· Agreement was reached that only an online version of the study skills course will be produced.

Particularly interesting feedback received from Rolene Liebenberg, Editor at Pearson Education publishers.  Her suggestions have been taken into account in re-contextualising the online study skills course.

· There needs to be a greater element of scaffolding in the re-contextualised course. Perhaps this scaffolding element could be built into the Oxford approach to cater for those who need the scaffolding.

· There needs to be a wide enough range of examples for students who are at different levels in the development of the skills to give them time to practice their skills. 
· The new approach needs to cater for the diversity of students in terms of their skills development level as well as place the content of the online course into a South African context using South African examples.

· Many students at TSiBA are not English first language speakers and the materials must be accessible without dumbing down.

Guidelines which were provided to the Authors, Julie McFarlane and Amanda Paulsen for inclusion in the content of the online study skills course:

· Critical thinking skills

· Lateral thinking skills

· Reading and writing skills

· Information literacy

· Conceptual thinking

· Note taking

· Questioning – in class, based on critical thinking levels, questioning from reading, questioning each other.

· Making summaries

· Getting and staying organized

· Goal hierarchy and planning with realistic steps identified

……………….
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� The Masifunde project takes its name from a Xhosa expression which means "let us learn!" 


The project is being carried out by TSiBA Education (Cape Town, South Africa) and Oxford University Department for Continuing Education, and is funded under the � HYPERLINK "http://www.britishcouncil.org/learning-eap.htm" �English-African Partnerships programme� managed by the � HYPERLINK "http://www.britishcouncil.org/" �British Council� on behalf of the UK � HYPERLINK "http://www.dius.gov.uk/" �Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS)�.  For more information see � HYPERLINK "http://masifunde.conted.ox.ac.uk/" ��http://masifunde.conted.ox.ac.uk/� 
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